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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/715,354 



Appiicant(s) 
KAO ET AL 



Art Unit 
1731 



Examiner 

Peter Chin . — — 

The MAILING DATE of th.s communication appears on the cover sheet ^ith the correspondence audress ■■ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

. If NO period for reply is specified above the ^^;;7;rri sTa°ute luse^ become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133), 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) 13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 05 April 2002 . 

2am This actionis FINAL. 2b)n This actionis non-final. 

3)n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters Prosecu^on as to the ments .s 
^ closed in accordance with the practice under Exparfe Quayle, 1935 CD. 11. 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

AM Claim(s) 1-20.24 and 25 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-20.24 and 25 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Ctaim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

^0M The drawing(s) filed on 31Januarv 2002 is/are; a)D accepted or b)S objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

II) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 11 9 and 1 20 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or(f). 

a)DAIl b)n Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



^.j I ocimicu oufjii.'O "-"i '■K^ 

3 □ copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

r-i .r, , r ^PTn fiq9^ 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

1 ) □ Notice Of References Cted PJO_S92 y ^^^^^^^^ p^^^^^ ^p.^^.^ 52) 

2) U Notice of Draftsperson s Patent Drawing Review (k i u-a^o) i \—j 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) U Other. ^ 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office r^ff!^„ A^fi^r, Ciimmarw Part Of Paper No. 8 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) Of"'^^ Summary 
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Art Unit: 1731 

DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-20,24 and 25 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in 
the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over iVlorgan at al (3,994,771), 
Bredendick et al (5,861 ,081), Tseng et al (5,652,035), Atkins (2,130,375), Milliken 
(2,113,431 or 2,281, 945) or Bletzinger et al (2,950,223). 

These references show absorbent tissue paper and towel that have slits or 
perforations going through the thickness of the paper. The present invention achieves 
the claimed increase in the z-direction or thickness upon application of tensile force in 
the X / y direction through the use or presence of slits and perforations in the absorbent 
paper, page s 1 1 and 12 of the instant specification. While the prior references are silent 
as to the claimed ability to expand upon application of tensile force, it is inherent that the 
prior art has the claimed property because the same kind of slit or perforations as 
presently disclosed for the claimed paper is used or present in the prior art paper. 
Therefore, the prior art absorbent paper anticipate the claimed paper or at the least, 
obviously have the claimed expansion property. 

2. The drawings are objected to because Figures 1 -1 2 are too small to show detail 
and they are of such poor quality that it is very difficult or impossible to discern details. 
A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not 
be held in abeyance. 





Application/Control Number: 09/71 5,354 ^'age ^ 

Art Unit: 1731 

3. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are deemed unpersuasive of 
patentability. The arguments relating to inherency of the prior art is not convincing for 
reasons given in the rejection. It is further noted that not all claims require expansion 
and none of the independent claims require an expansion in thickness ratio of at least 4. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter Chin whose telephone number is (703) 308-2046. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on (703) 308-1 164. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-7718 
for regular communications and (703) 305-3599 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) SOS- 



OSS 1. 




Peter Chin 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1731 



